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FAQ on permit to bring in narcotics for self-treatment
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Where can I submit the application?
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You can e-mail to narcotics@korea.kr (recommended) or fax to +82 43 719 2800
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How can I get the permit when it is issued?
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It will be e-mailed or faxed to you based on the information on the application.
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How long is it take to issue the narcotics bring in permit?
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It takes 10 business days or less from the date application and required
documents are accepted. Therefore, submission is rejected when it is done less

than 10 business days from arrival date of applicant.
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Is there any way to expedite the procedure to issue narcotics bring in permit?

(Paying some fee, etc.)
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Regretfully, there isn't any of that like.
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Should I bring the issued the narcotics bring in permit when I enter into
Korea?/Should I bring the documents submitted to issue the narcotics bring in
permit when I enter into Korea?
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Not necessary. The narcotics bring in permit will be sent to all the relevant

agencies and the permit copy sent to the applicant is for just in case.
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Should I show to the customs the narcotics bring in permit issued?/Should I

declare the medicines already permitted by the narcotics bring in permit?
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Please contact to the customs (http://www.customs.go.kr) on the issues regarding

immigration procedure.
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If you just layover (transit) in Korea, which means if you do not get through

immigration procedure, you do not need to get a bring-in permit.
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I will travel many countries. Any advice?
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If the applicant will visit any other country after leaving Korea, he/she can bring
the medicine for the period if the flight reservation ticket for the period is
attached. In this case, the amount allowed shall be the amount that can be
consume all during the period staying in Korea and the period of trip after

leaving Korea.
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What is the drug export certificate?
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It is the certificate issued by a government agency in departing country which

verifies that you will bring out the medicine applied from departing country.
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Should I submit the drug export certificate in any case?
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If there is no such a certificate available in departing country, you do not need to
submit the certificate. Please check the box saying “Not available” on application
form 1 in that case. However, if there is any certificate like that in departing

country, you must submit the certificate.
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Can I bring in some extra medicines?
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The amount to bring in shall be the amount the applicant can consume all during
the visit. Some extra amount may be allowed for just in case like flight delay and
long flight time, but the amount is limited to 5 days dose. In that case, please
write as "X days + Y extra days for long travel" in the blank of "period of drug

supply" on application form 2.
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I am going to stay in Korea about a year. How can I bring in the medicine I take?
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If the medicine contains a controlled substance, you should get a permit to bring

it in from FDA(Korea). In this case, the amount allowed to bring in shall be the



amount the applicant can consume all during the visit. If you will stay in Korea for
a long term, you should provide reference document for authenticity purpose.
(e.g. exchanged student certificate, certificate for dispatch or business trip, etc.)
The quantity brought in must not exceed 90 days (3months) supply at the
maximum dose at any cases. The medicines for the stay after 90 days shall be
prescribed in Korea. If the medicine does not contain any controlled substance,

please contact to the customs (http://www.customs.go.kr).
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I am taking OOO(active ingredient-narcotics) and going to work in Korea. Is OOO

controlled in Korea? Can it be a problem when I get a workplace drug test?
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OOO(active ingredient-narcotics) is a substance controlled in Korea. To bring the

medicine in Korea, you should get a permit from us. (Mailing it is prohibited.) But
the substances regulated by workplace drug test are different from those of
general controlled substances. For the information of workplace test, you should
contact for the Korea Immigration Service
(http://www.immigration.go.kr/HP/IMM80/index.do) or Immigration Contact
Center for foreigners (+82-1577-1345).
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I would like to bring in a product with a substance from hemp plant (Cannabinol,
Tetrahydrocannabinol, Cannabidiol, etc.). What should I do for that?
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Such product is prohibited to bring in. Please refer to the guideline for details.
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Is it possible to get medicines by mail or post from abroad?
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Mailing or posting medicines with controlled substance is prohibited in Korea. If
the medicine in concern is not a controlled one, please contact to the customs

(http://www.customs.go.kr) because non-controlled substance is not in our charge.
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How can I bring in a non-controlled medicines/medical device?
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Please contact to the customs (http://www.customs.go.kr) on the issues regarding

the medicine without any controlled substance or medical device.
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Where can I contact to ask about bringing in controlled medicines?
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Please contact to the embassy of your country stationed in Korea.
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I would bring in some medicines for the XXX (international event, diplomatic
issue, etc.). What should I do for that?
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Please contact to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs if a team doctor will bring the

medicines or a diplomatic case.
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I am an American soldier dispatched to Korea. What should I do to bring in

medicines I need to take?
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Please contact to the Ministry of National Defense if you are forking for an army.



